[Endoscopic, 3-dimensional measurement of neoplasms and stenoses of the larynx and trachea].
Calculating the exact measures of laryngeal tumours will be crucial for the next generation of the TNM System. Furthermore, cross-sectional area and length of a laryngotracheal stenosis are of major interest for clinical management. It is the aim of this study to assess these parameters endoscopically in a more detailed and exact manner. For this purpose a Hopkins Endoscope (Karl Storz, Tuttlingen, Germany) and a slide caliper are combined. This new instrument is called laryngometer (Fig. 1a u. b). It helps to measure the lengths of a stenosis or neoplasm. In addition it defines the level of a given object and provides a standard in a two-dimensional video sequence. Thus the laryngometer allows to digitally analyse cross-sectional areas and distances as well as to evaluate craniocaudal parameters.